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NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  (SURVEY)  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

of  HEALTH  for  the  year  1925. 


Trentham, 

May,  1926. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  requires  that  this  year’s  Report  shall 
be  of  the  nature  of  a  survey 

(1)  of  the  measure  of  improvement  of  the  public  health  during 

the  preceding  five  years,  and, 

(2)  of  the  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  during  that 
period  in  the  public  health  services  of  the  Area. 

Such  particulars  as  are  available  of  changes  in  the  Area 
during  the  last  five  years  have  been  included  in  the  Report. 

Except  in  the  matter  of  Housing  there  is  little  to  note. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area,  1925,  19,772  acres.  Area,  1920,  20,005  acres.  In  1921 
an  area  of  233  acres  was  absorbed  by  Newcastle-under-Lyme 
Borough  from  the  Parishes  of  Clayton  and  Keele. 

Population  : — 1925  (estimated)  6,215  ;  1921  (census)  6,327. 
Physical  Features. 

The  area  is  hilly  in  character  and  traversed  by  a  few  small 
streams  draining  into  the  rivers  Trent,  Weaver  and  Tern,  outside 
the  Area. 

In  the  north-eastern  part  coal-seams  are  worked. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  : — 1,385. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  : — 1415. 

Proportion  of  rooms  per  person  (1921)  : — 1*16. 
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Rateable  Value. 

Agricultural  Land  ...  £20,326 

Buildings,  etc.  ...  ...  £42,921 

Total  ...  £63,247 

The  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  is  £260. 

Social  Conditions  (including  occupations). 

The  area  lies  within  easy  reach  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme 
Borough  and  the  Potteries.  It  is  chiefly  of  a  rural  character, 
becoming  more  urban  in  the  north-eastern  portion  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  coal-mines. 


The  1921  Census  gave  particulars  of  occupations  as  follow  : — 


Percentage  of  Males  occupied. 

Percentage  of  Females 

occupied. 

Total 

90 

Total 

23 

Percentage  of  total  Maies 

occupied 

Percentage  of  total 

Females 

engaged  in 

occupied  engaged  in 

Mining  and  Quarrying 

09 

•  •  •  -j 

Personal  service  . . . 

•  •  •  rj  5 

Agriculture 

...  27 

Professional  occupations  ...  11 

Transport 

...  6 

Agriculture 

9 

Building,  etc. 

•  •  «  5 

Metal  working 

4*5 

There  appears  to  have  been  little  change  in  the  nature  of 
occupations  since  1921. 

Apart  from  the  inevitable  results  of  unhygienic  circumstances 
in  closely-built  areas  near  coal-mines,  no  particular  industry  seems 
to  have  had  any  marked  influence  on  public  health.  No  new 
case  of  phthisis  has  been  notified  and  there  have  been  no  deaths 
among  miners  during  the  year. 

Vital  Statistics. 

-r,.  /Legitimate  ...  113.  55  Males  58  Females. 

11  1S  l Illegitimate  ...  6.  4  Males  2  Females. 

Birth-rate  19T.  There  were  4  still-births. 

Total  Deaths  : — 86  ;  Males  55,  Females  31. 

Recorded  death-rate  13*8. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child¬ 
birth  : — None. 


5 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births : — 67*2. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  children  under  one 
3' ear  of  age. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1925  and  previous  years 


Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Number. 

Births. 

* 

O) 

Deaths  at  all  ages 
Total. 

u 

CJ 

* 

s  i 

—  & 

S5  c£ 

Deaths  under  one 
year  of  age. 

■„  -  rs 

C  2?  ■£  £ 

CD  *—.2 

<—  C fj 

C  _  o  — 

1 

1910 

7073 

145 

20  41 

64 

9  05 

9 

61-4 

1911 

6424 

144 

2241 

67 

14-29 

13 

92-77 

1912 

6484 

142 

21-90 

72 

11-10 

17 

98-59 

1913 

6528 

131 

20-08 

77 

11-79 

10 

76  33 

1914 

6374 

143 

22  27 

60 

9  41 

15 

105-63 

1915 

6198 

128 

20-60 

71 

11-45 

11 

93-75 

f  for  birth-rate  1 1 1 

18  45 

1919 

5774 

f  for  death-rate 

74 

12  81 

9 

81 

1920 

6004 

163 

27-1 

67 

11-16 

1  5 

92 

1921 

6352 

148 

2P3 

81 

12-7 

8 

54 

1922 

6322 

134 

21-2 

80 

12  6 

6 

45 

1923 

6308 

115 

18  2 

55 

8  7 

9 

78-2 

1924 

6262 

121 

19-3 

88 

14-0 

9 

74-3 

1925 

6215 

119 

19-1 

86 

13-8 

8 

67-2 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 


Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  amount  paid  in  Poor  Law  relief  during  the  year  was  £517. 

The  number  of  days’  maintenance  in  the  St.  John’s  (Poor 
Law)  Hospital  of  patients  from  the  Rural  District  was  1,333. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  subsidised  bp  the  Local  Authority. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  the  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  maintained  jointly  by 
Newcastle  Borough  and  the  Rural  District  Council.  Contribution 
is  also  made  by  the  County  Council  towards  establishment 
expenses. 

The  Hospital  for  Smallpox  is  situated  at  Bagnall  and  is  jointly 
owned  by  the  Local  Authorities  of  North  Staffordshire. 
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The  area  forms  part  of  the  Newcastle-under-Lyme  Union  ancl 
the  Poor  Law  Infirmary  is  at  Keele  Road,  Newcastle. 

Other  Hospitals  available  for  the  Area . 

Tuberculosis. 

Cases  in  need  of  Sanatorium  treatment  are  sent  to  one  of  the 
Staffordshire  County  Institutions. 

Maternity. 

Cases  may  be  admitted  to  the  Newcastle-under-Lyme  Guar¬ 
dians’  Hospital.  Complicated  cases  go  to  the  North  Staffordshire 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Children. 

Those  requiring  Hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  the 
Children’s  Wards  of  the  North  Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary 
at  Stoke. 

Orthopaedic  cases  attend  as  out-patients  at  or  are  admitted  to 
the  Cripples’  Aid  Hospital,  Hartshill,  Stoke.  In  necessitous  cases 
the  County  Education  Committee  defrays  all  or  part  of  the  cost 
of  treatment  and  apparatus. 

Ambulance  facilities. 

Infectious  cases  are  conveyed  by  the  Fever  Hospital 
Ambulance.  Non-Inf ectious  and  accident  cases  make  use  of  an 
Ambulance  owned  by  Newcastle  Borough.! 

Unmarried  mothers ,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless 
children  are  admitted  to  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary,  Keele  Road, 
Newcastle. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child- Welfare  : — None. 

Hay  Nurseries  : — None. 

School  Clinics  : — None. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  : — Cases  attend  the  Staffordshire, - 
Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint  Committee’s  Dispensary  r 
Merrial  Street,  Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Venereal  Diseases  : — Cases  are  treated  at  the  Venereal  Disease 
Clinic  at  the  North  Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority . 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a  part-time  officer,  holding 
also  the  appointments  of  School  Medical  Inspector  to  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  Education  Committee,  and  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  Audley  Urban  District  Council. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  a  part- 
time  officer.  Contribution  is  made  to  the  salary  of  each  by 
Exchequer  Grants. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

In  the  parishes  of  Maer  and  Chorlton  a  District  Nurse  does 
general  nursing,  midwifery,  child  welfare,  and  school  work; 
another  nurse  serves  in  the  same  way  the  parishes  of  Whitmore 
and  Clayton.  These  two  nurses  do  not  attend  infectious  cases. 

In  each  of  these  areas  is  a  local  nursing  association,  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions  and  subscriptions.  The  County 
Authorities  also  make  a  grant  to  each  of  the  two  associations  for 
Health  Visiting  and  School  Work. 

The  parishes  of  Keele,  Madeley,  Betley  and  Balterley  have  no 
local  nursing  associations.  Child  Welfare  is  looked  after  by  a 
County  Council  Visitor,  who  is  also  appointed  Infant  Protection 
Visitor  under  the  Children’s  Act,  1908.  This  wise  step  was  taken 
on  the  advice  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  foster-parents  of 
these  nursed  children  thus  have  the  benefit  of  the  advice  of  a 
trained  nurse. 

(b)  Infectious. 

Under  the  County  Health  Visiting  scheme  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  nursing  of  cases  of  measles  where  this  is  con¬ 
sidered  necessary  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  County  Council  levies  a  special  rate  in  its  Health  Visiting 
Area,  of  which  the  district  forms  part. 

Midwives. 

Four  midwives  practise  in  the  area,  three  trained  and  one 
untrained.  The  Council  makes  no  subsidy,  but  one  is  subsidised 
by  the  County  Council. 
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The  control  of  midwives  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council 
as  the  Local  Supervising  Authority,  who  have  recently  arranged 
post-graduate  courses  for  the  practising  mid  wives. 

Chemical  Work. 

The  analysis  of  samples  of  water  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Analyst. 

Legislation  in  Force . 

Local  Acts  : — None. 

Special  Local  Order  : — In  September,  1924,  the  Ministry  of 
Health  made  an  order  investing  the  Council  with  the  powers  of 
an  Urban  District  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
for  the  Parish  of  Clayton.  This  was  done  primarily  in  order  that 
Fire  hydrants  might  be  provided  in  the  Parish. 

General  adoptive  Acts. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  of  1890  ;  date  of  adoption  : 
March,  1891. 

Public  Health  Amedment  Act,  1890,  Part  III  ;  date  of 
adoption  :  February,  1901. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907,  certain  sections. — 
Parts  II,  III,  IV  ;  date  of  adoption  :  April,  1912. 

Bye-laws  made  by  the  Council  in  September,  1923,  with 
respect  to  the  cleansing  of  footways  and  pavements,  the  removal 
of  house  refuse  and  the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits 
and  cesspools,  nuisances,  new  buildings,  and  certain  matters  in 
connection  with  buildings. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  main  part  of  the  Parish  of  Madelejq  including  Leycett, 
parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Clayton  and  Keele,  and  a  few  houses  at 
Chapel  Chorlton  are  supplied  with  water  by  the  Potteries  Water 
Board.  This  supply  is  constant  and  of  good  quality. 

Part  of  Whitmore  Parish  near  the  L.  M.  S.  Railway  is  supplied 
by  the  Railway  Waterworks. 

The  remaining  parts  of  the  area  derive  their  supply  from 
wells,  most  of  which  are  shallow. 
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At  Betley  a  few  houses  are  on  the  system  supplying  one  of 
the  large  houses,  where  a  ram  is  employed  to  raise  water  from  a 
spring.  In  this  village  water  for  some  of  the  cottages  has  to  be 
carried  a  considerable  distance.  The  question  of  a  public  supply 
was  considered  during  the  year  by  the  Parish  Council,  but  the 
scheme  was  rejected  on  account  of  prohibitive  cost. 

Maer  village  receives  its  supply  from  the  system  at  the  Hall. 

Every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  contamination  of  wells, 
and  analysis  of  samples  is  undertaken  from  time  to  time. 

The  supply  throughout  the  area  is  sufficient. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  is  no  pollution  of  the  streams  of  the  area. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

At  Madeley  an  Outfall  Works  was  constructed  in  1904.  This 
installation  deals  effectively  with  the  sewage  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  Parish  and  consists  of  two  large  septic  tanks,  six  contact  beds 
and  about  three  acres  of  land  for  irrigation  purposes. 

The  house  drains  of  a  portion  of  Keele  Parish  are  connected 
with  a  sewer  belonging  to  the  Wolstanton  Urban  District  Council. 

The  remainder  of  the  sewage  of  the  area  is  dealt  with  mainly 
in  a  satisfactory  way  by  cesspools  and  septic  tank  installations. 

Closet  accommodation  (see  also  under  housing,  page  12). 

In  Madeley  Parish  there  are  about  180  water  closets,  260  pati- 
closets  and  about  190  privies  and  earth-closets.  In  Keele  Parish 
there  are  about  63  water-closets,  140  privies,  pans,  and  earth- 
closets.  In  the  remainder  of  the  area  there  are  only  pans  and 
privies.  A  few  large  houses  have  septic  tank  installations. 

Beyond  the  replacement,  where  possible,  of  defective  privies 
by  water-closets  or  pan -closets,  conversion  is  not  proceeding  on 
any  definite  policy. 

Scavenging. 

In  Madeley  and  Keele  Parishes,  comprising  about  two-thirds 
of  the  population  of  the  area,  the  work  is  satisfactorily  carried  out 
by  contractors.  A  large  number  of  dustbins  have  been  substituted 
for  ashpits  in  these  Parishes  during  recent  years. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  WORK  done,  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Department  during  the  year  1925,  in  the  Rural  District  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme • 


Number  ot 

Abatement 

Notices. 

■  ■  1  ..  .  . . .  r  ,mwV 

Nuisances  abated 
after  Notice  by 

Inspections 

and 

Observations 

made 

Defects 

found 

Informal 

.Notices 

by  Inspector 

Formal 

Notices  by 

Authority 

Inspector 

Authority. 

t 

Dwelling-houses  &  Premises  ... 

764 

80 

64 

16 

58 

12 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

96 

18 

18 

— 

16 

— 

Bakehouses 

40 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Slaughterhouses 

326 

4 

— 

4 

• — 

4 

House  Drainage 

20 

6 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Water  Supply 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Totals  ... 

1248 

109 

88 

23 

80 

19 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  analysis  ...  3 

„  „  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  0 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  disease  ...  34 

Schools  „  „  „  ...  0 

JOSEPH  INSKE EP,  A.R.8.I.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Smoke  abatement. 

No  action  has  been  taken. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  bp  Bye- 
Laws  and  Regulations. 

There  are  none  in  the  area. 

Schools • 

Except  in  the  matter  of  closet  accommodation  the  sanitary 
•condition  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  is  on  the  whole 
satisfactory.  Of  the  ten  schools  only  one  (Madeley  Endowed)  has 
closets  on  the  water-carriage  system.  The  remainder  are  provided 
with  pan-closets  or  earth-closets.  The  disposal  of  the  contents  of 
these  is  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Seven  of  the  schools  are  supplied  with  water  by  the  Potteries 
Water  Board  ;  the  remaining  three  have  private  supplies  of  good 
quality. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  the  appointment  of 
School  Medical  Inspector  for  the  Area  to  the  County  Education 
Committee,  and  has  thus  exceptional  opportunities  for  the  close 
supervision  of  sanitation  and  with  regard  to  the  control  of  infectious 
disease.  Full  use  is  made  of  the  Ministry’s  Memorandum  on 
Closure  of  and  exclusion  from  School,  1925,  and  the  County 
Education  Committee  has  arranged  that  the  local  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  (as  well  as  the  County  School  Medical  Officer)  is 
promptly  informed  by  Head  Teachers  on  the  occurrence  of  each 
case  of  infectious  disease.  The  investigation  of  outbreaks  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  dual  capacity  is  thus  facilitated, 
and  School  Closure  is  likely  to  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Maer  School  was  closed  for  fourteen  days  from  the  17th 
.November,  on  account  of  whooping-cough. 

HOUSING. 

(/)  General  housing  conditions  in  the  Area. 

The  great  part  of  the  houses  in  the  area  are  working-class 
dwellings  of  good  standard.  A  shortage  exists  in  certain  parts  of 
the  area  but  the  erection  by  the  Council  of  56  houses  at  Madeley, 
Keele  and  Clayton  in  1921-22,  effected  a  great  improvement  in 
this  respect. 

The  beneficial  results  of  the  Council’s  efforts  are  perhaps  best 
illustrated  by  the  following  figures. 

Since  1921  seventy-three  houses  have  been  built  and  one  has 
been  closed,  giving  a  net  increase  of  seventy-two,  while  the 
estimated  population  for  1925  shows  a  decrease  of  112  over  the 
census  population  of  1921.  The  proportion  of  persons  per  house 
in  1921  was  4*57  ;  the  estimated  proportion  in  1925  was  4*26,  a 
decrease  of  *31.  Approximately  therefore  each  group  of  three 
houses  throughout  the  area  in  1925  was  occupied  by  one  person 
less  than  in  1921. 

Changes  in  population. 

As  has  been  shown,  there  has  been  no  important  change  in 
population  during  the  last  five  years,  and  none  is  anticipated. 
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{II.)  Overcrowding. 

Except  in  a  few  cases  where  a  small  house  is  occupied  by  two 
families  so  as  to  share  the  rent,  or  where  there  is  a  large  family  of 
small  children,  there  is  no  overcrowding  in  the  area. 

During  1925  notices  to  abate  overcrowding  were  served  and 
complied  with  in  two  cases. 

(Ill)  Fitness  of  houses. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  is  satisfactory.  The  defect 
most  frequently  found  has  been  that  of  dampness  from  poor  roofs, 
faulty  eave-spouting,  etc.  •  Difficulty  has  been  encountered  in 
having  unfitness  remedied  where  rents  are  low. 

It  is  chiefly  with  regard  to  refuse-disposal  and  closet  accom¬ 
modation  that  conditions  are  unsatisfactory. 

The  group  of  miners’  cottages  at  Leycett,  leased  by  the 
Madeley  Colliery  Company,  are  provided  with  privy-middens. 
Substitution  of  pan-closets  and  movable  receptacles  for  refuse  is 
urgently  needed. 

At  Keele  village  early  in  the  year  refuse  was  found  to  have 
been  allowed  to  accumulate  near  the  houses.  Suitable  tips  have 
since  been  provided  by  the  Keele  Hall  Estate  and  conditions  here 
are  now  better. 

For  the  part  of  this  Parish  near  Silverdale,  arrangements  have 
been  made  this  year  for  the  scavenging  to  be  done  by  a  contractor. 

At  Scot  Hay  conditions  with  regard  to  the  emptying  of  the 
contents  of  privies  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Arrange¬ 
ments  resulting  in  marked  improvement  were  made  for  the  work 
to  be  done  by  a  contractor. 

(IV.)  Unhealthy  Areas. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

1919  or  1923 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  2 
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1.  Unfit  dwelling-houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in¬ 
spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  764 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in¬ 

spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or 
Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925  ...  640 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-lieading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  14 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  & 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  in¬ 
tention  to  close  ...  ...  •••  (b 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  6? 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  44 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 


14 


0 — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders...  •••  0 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

la)  Milk  Supply. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  milk  of 
pure  and  wholesome  character  in  the  Area  are  generally  adequate. 
Frequent  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  is  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

No  licenses  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  special  designations 
have  been  granted. 

In  no  case  has  registration  of  a  retailer  had  to  be  refused 
or  revoked. 

(b)  Meat. 

Meat  inspection,  including  inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughter, 
and  inspection  of  stalls,  shops  and  vehicles,  in  conformance  with 
the  1924  Regulations  is  regularly  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  There  is  no  marking  of  meat. 

Condemned  meat  is  destroyed  at  the  Newcastle  Borough 
Incinerator. 

During  the  year  structural  alterations  have  been  made  to  four 
slaughter-houses,  and  all  now  conform  as  closely  as  is  practicable 
with  the  Ministry’s  Model  Bye-laws. 

Number  of  Private  Slaughter-Houses  in  use 

in  the  Area. 

In  1920.  In  Jan  ,  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925. 
Registered  . .  5  6  6 

Licensed  . .  . .  . .  1 

5 


Total 


•  • 


6 


7 


15 


PREVENTION  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INEECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 


The  prevalence  of  the  chief  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
during  the  last  five  years  is  shewn  in  the  table  below  : — 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtl 

leria. 

Pneumonia. 

Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

1921  ... 

2 

1 

13 

2 

1 

0 

1922  ... 

4 

0 

4 

.  1 

3 

0 

1923  ... 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1924  ... 

44 

0 

7 

0 

10 

6 

1925  ... 

15 

0 

9 

3 

7 

3 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  in 
1924  and  1925,  has  fortunately  not  been  attended  with  a  corres¬ 
ponding  rise  in  the  mortality  rate.  The  disease  continues  to  be  of 
:a  mild  type. 

Of  the  three  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  1925,  it  is  significant 
that  two  died  at  home.  All  other  acute  cases  were  promptly 
removed  to  Hospital,  and  all  carrier  cases  were  isolated  at  home 
until  declared  free  from  infectiousness.  During  the  year  a  supply 
■of  Antitoxin,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  Memorandum  (1922),  has  been  made  available 
for  cure  and  prophylaxis. 

Bacteriological  work  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Bacteriolo¬ 
gist.  During  1925,  seven  swabs  were  examined  for  diphtheria 
bacilli,  four  being  found  negative  and  three  positive.  Three 
^specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli,  two 
being  found  negative  and  one  positive. 

Investigations  to  discover  “  contacts  ”  are  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (see  also  under  “  Schools,”  page  11),  and 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Arrangements  for  isolation  and  disin¬ 
fection  are  attended  to  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  table  below  shows  the  case-rate  per  1000  living  for 
certain  infectious  diseases  : — 

Small-  Scarlet  Diph-  Enteric  Puerperal  Ery- 
pox  Fever  theria  Fever  Fever  sipelas 

England  &  Wales  ...  0*14  2  36  T23  0'07  0*06  039 

Newcastle  R.  D.  ...  (L00  2-41  1*45  0*00  O’OO  0’48 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis), 

during  the  year  1925. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

13 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria 

9 

5 

3 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Paratyphoid). 

*  0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Feve-i 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Pneumonia 

7 

0 

3 

Erysipelas 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Anterior 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Poliomyelitis. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Malaria 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Analysis  of  total  cases  and  deaths  by  age-periods. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas. 

Age 

periods. 

Under  1  year 

Total 

Deaths. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Total  Deaths. 

cases 

•  • 

cases. 

•  • 

cases. 

•  « 

•  • 

cases. 

1  year 

•  o 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2  „ 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

3  „ 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

4  „ 

1 

1 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

o  ,, 

7 

4 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

10  ,, 

2 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

15  ,, 

2 

.  . 

«  • 

. . 

.  • 

1 

20  „ 

2 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

35  ,, 

•  • 

,  • 

•  • 

2 

• 

45  ,, 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

65  and  over 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

—  __ 

Total 

15 

•  • 

9 

3 

7 

3 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary*  Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Age  Periods. 

M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

year 

•  • 

•  •  *  9 

•  • 

•  • 

1  year 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

5  ,, 

1 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

10  „ 

2 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

%  • 

•  • 

15  „ 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

20  „ 

•  • 

*  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

25  „ 

1 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

35  „ 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

45  „ 

•  • 

•  #  •  • 

•  • 

1 

4  • 

*  • 

55  „ 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

65  and  upwards  . . 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

4 

2  5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Public  Health  (. Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 . 

No  cases  of  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade  have 
been  discovered. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Particulars  relating  to  the  work  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1925. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme  Rural  District. 
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“Causes  of  Death  in  Newcastle-under-Lyme  Rural  District,  i  925. 


All  causes 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  lethargica 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Rheumatic  fever 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

Heart  disease 
Arteriosclerosis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 
Puerperal  sepsis 
Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  etc 
Suicide 

Other  deaths  from  violence 
Other  defined  diseases 


M. 

55 

1 

0 

2 

3 

4 
0 
3 
1 
3 
0 
0 
6 

10 

1 

2 

2 

0 

3 

2 

0 

2 

10 


F. 

31 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

10 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1925,  for  the 
Rural  District  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Work¬ 
shops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

_  1 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ...  ...  ...  16  2  — 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ...  ...  28  —  — 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ...  44  2  — - 


Number  of 


2.— Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 
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Number  of 
01  Prosecution 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : —  * 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  satisfactory. 

1 

— 

- . 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  &  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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